
THE DC BAR 
FOUNDATION 
DIFFERENCE
 THE DISTRICT’S LEGAL AID CRISIS
For the nearly 110,000 District of Columbia residents living in poverty, 
legal help in times of need can make a life-changing difference. 

 THE DC BAR FOUNDATION IN ACTION
School Justice Project ensures that older, court-involved students with disabilities can access a quality 
education. Because we are the only organization focused on special education law for older students in 

the justice system, the DC Bar Foundation’s stamp of approval was really critical. I am so grateful that DCBF 
has made our work possible.”

 —CLAIRE BLUMENSON, Executive Director and Co-Founder, School Justice Project

Improving lives. Protecting families. Strengthening communities.

For DC residents in poverty, the DC Bar Foundation makes strategic 
investments to strengthen and expand our civil legal aid network, addressing 
critical needs and improving our community. As the largest funder of civil 
legal aid in the District, we are a steadfast community partner, committed  
to protecting access to justice in life’s most pivotal moments.

Unfortunately, the demand for this help  
outpaces available resources:

Research suggests that  
for every person helped by 
legal aid programs, another 
person is turned away due  
to lack of funding.

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Demographic Profile; “Documenting the Legal Justice Gap  
in America,” Legal Services Corporation, 2009.



 IMPACT ON THE DISTRICT
The DC Bar Foundation is the largest funder of civil legal aid in the District and a steadfast community partner, 
committed to improving lives, protecting families, and strengthening communities for all residents.
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 ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR ALL
The DC Bar Foundation is committed to the vision that residents of the District have equal access to justice, 
regardless of income. Our mission is to fund, support, and improve legal representation of District residents most 
in need through grants, loan repayment assistance programs, and training and technical assistance.

Strengthening 
Communities

 » Empowering a new generation 
of civil legal aid attorneys 

 » Saving taxpayer dollars
 » Bolstering the economy

Improving Lives and 
Protecting Families

 » Protecting victims against domestic abuse
 » Restoring disability benefits
 » Preserving affordable housing
 » Providing access to special education 
 » Ensuring access to medical care
 » Recovering stolen wages


